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advantage, selected with care for particular expeditions,
instructed by secret intelligence, and concealed by the
smallness of their numbers, had found means to march up
into the country, through ways which would never have
been attempted by regular forces, and have brought upon
the Spaniards more terrour and distress than could have
been produced by a powerful army, however carefully dis-
ciplined or however skilfuly commanded.

It was, therefore, sir, his first care to secure his darling
Spaniards from the pernicious designs of private adven-
turers ; he knew not but some of Elizabeth's heroes might
unfortunately revive, and terrify, with an unexpected inva-
sion, the remotest corners of the Spanish colonies, or appeal-
before their ports with his nimble sloops, and bid defiance
to their navies and their garrisons. When, therefore, a
bill was introduced into this house, by which encourage-
ment was given to the subjects of this kingdom to fit out
privateers, and by which those who should conquer any of
the colonies of the Spaniards, were confirmed in the pos-
session of them for ever, it cannot be forgotten with what
zeal he opposed, and with what steadiness he rejected it,
though it is not possible to assign any disadvantage which
could have been produced by passing it, and the -utmost
that could be urged against it was, that it was unnecessary
and useless.

Having thus discouraged that method of war which was
most to be dreaded by our enemies, and left them little to
fear but from national forces and publick preparations, his
next care was to secure them from any destructive blow,
by giving them time to equip their fleets, collect their
forces, repair their fortifications, garrison their towns, and
regulate their trade; for this purpose he delayed, as long
as it was possible, the despatch of our navies, embarrassed
our levies of sailors by the violence of impresses; violence,
which propei\encouragement and regulations might have
made unnecessary; and suffered the privateers of the
enemy to plunder our merchants without control, under
pretence that ships of war could not be stationed, nor con-
voys provided for their protection.